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effect that moving from a 3.1% gift to a 3.6% 

The leadership of Southminster is grateful for the steady and faithful support of the congregation; never has this 
support been more on display than during the height of the global pandemic. 

Now we enter into a liminal time: searching for a Transitional Pastor and then a new called and installed Head of 
Staff. While the challenge is different, it is also similar in that we continue to benefit from the long-term support 
and gifts of the past as we enter another period of change. We are reminded that the giving of resources is a spiritual 
discipline whether the resources are time, talents, or finances. God has given us all good things, and we trust in the 
promise made to the Israelites in exile in Jeremiah that God has a plan for our future, and it is one filled with hope! 

As you prayerfully consider your pledge, we invite you to consider increasing your pledge from previous years by one-half 
percent of your yearly income. Looking at the table below, you can see the  
gift has for a household with $75,000 in annual income. 

The proposed budget that was approved by Session is $9,000 more than the budget for 2022. We have increased, 
fixed costs for utilities and essential services just as all consumers do. We also have included a small raise for our 
staff. The budgeted increase is less than half of the national cost of living increase of 8%, and Session felt that this 
was essential to ensure that we provide for our staff. Otherwise, the budget for 2023 remains unchanged. 

 

 

Current 
Pledge Computation 

Percent 
Giving 

$2,325 2,325/75,000 3.1% 
$2,700 2,700/75,000 3.6% 

Southminster Presbyterian Church Narrative Budget 
This narrative budget tells about our life together as a community; it celebrates accomplishments and points to-
ward future goals. As you look through the narrative budget, you will find that the Building and Grounds and the 
Personnel budgets are woven into each of the five areas to account in some manner for building use and staff time 
and involvement. 

However, we cannot outguess how much snow we will get or what kinds of needs will arise. We also know in this 
time of transition our personnel budget will fluctuate depending on timing of the call and the negotiated salary. The 
numbers you see in the budget are the best estimate for the coming year and is part of a living document.  

Tithing, Proportionate, 
Giving, and Pledging 

The proposed budget that is adopted by the Session each year is a 
tool to help the leadership and the committees of the church 
estimate what costs will be incurred during the year. Mission 
giving, Sunday School curriculum, evangelism outreach, fellowship, 
building upkeep, and paying our staff are all part of the costs we 
estimate from year to year.  

We are grateful for every gift of time, talent, and money to our 
ministry. Your willingness to support our common ministry means 
everything!  Sharing our financial gifts ensures that Southminster 
remains a place where we can walk together in our faith journeys,  
and continue to work for compassion, justice, and peace in our 
community and the wider world. 

Grace and Peace, 
Your Session and the Stewardship Team 



  
 

WORSHIP 
The central focus of the Southminster community 
begins with worship. Southminster celebrated 70 years 
of worshiping together in 2022. We enjoy singing hymns, 
psalms, and spiritual songs together; hearing the Word 
proclaimed; and strengthening the ties that bind us 
together as one body. Our worship lives are enriched by 
our Sunday weekly services. Morning Light offers a more 
intimate and informal worship experience in our chapel, 
and the choral service in the sanctuary is our opportunity 
for worship on a larger scale with approachable 
formality. The continued generosity of this congregation 
allows for Southminster’s music ministry and 
community musician partners to experience a rich and 
inviting worship life. We are blessed to have talented 
musicians and fine instruments that allow for creative 
excellence in our music ministry. We are grateful for the 
recent bequest to our handbell ministry by the children 
of Sue Smith, and we are excited to celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of the Casavant pipe organ. We are also 
blessed to have the ability to share our worship and 
sacramental lives virtually with others through our live-
stream. In our future together, we carry on our worship-
centered lives into every ministry area of our 
community. We encourage everyone to partake in all 
that our worship has to offer, and we hope for renewed 
strength and courage of a bright and bountiful future. 
Budget Total: $116,185 

EVANGELISM 
Evangelism allows us to reach out into the community 
and world with the good news of Jesus Christ and invite 
people into the work that God is doing in and through 
Southminster. We continue to seek to project the 
ministry of Southminster into our community through 
the use of yard banners and digital communications. In 
the past year we have held the Fall Festival, Spring Fling, 
and a Dumpsters, Donuts, and Donations event as a way 
to reach out to our neighbors. We are excited to see what 
other ways we can find to share who we are with others. 
Budget Total: $60,518 
 

MISSION 
The mission of Southminster into our wider community and 
the world continues to be strong and vital.  We continue to 
focus on our commitment to the Matthew 25 initiative of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Last March, 19 members of 
our congregation traveled to Alabama to explore the history 
of civil rights in the South. This group is continuing to 
engage the congregation with ways to implement their 
experiences. One of the Mexico water systems is being 
moved to a new location, and we will send a team to help 
facilitate the final testing for that system. In 2022 we 
worked with Della Lamb to help relocate a refugee family. It 
was exciting to see how many people wanted to support 
this mission outreach. We continue with our commitments 
with our local mission partners and to the wider mission of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA). The Red Table continues to 
overflow each month for our mission partners. Thank you 
for your generous and faithful support of these life-giving 
ministries! 
Budget Total: $105,197 

PASTORAL CARE AND FELLOWSHIP 
The staff and the Family Life committee work to stay in 
touch with our members. We have been able to return to in 
person visits and we continue to make phone calls and 
emails to reach out. Family Life is back to making soup to be 
delivered to members in need of some TLC, and we are 
working to return to a robust fellowship life together both 
inside and outside of the church building.  
Budget Total: $77,000 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Our Christian Education committee oversees educational 
opportunities for all ages. This past year Club 456, Youth 
Group, Music Camp, and Vacation Church School have all  
resumed. We sponsored campers at Heartland Presbyterian 
Center and also had a family pool party at the camp. Church 
School classes for all ages are up and running. The children 
continue with the PC(USA) Curriculum “Follow Me.” The 
Youth are working with Pastor Karen and using a variety of 
topics. Adult CE has two classes: The Seekers are using 
TheoEd, a video series to engage in challenging topics, and 
The Present Word Bible study class meets weekly. CE 
continues to seek new and creative ways to engage with the 
congregation as we all seek to grow as Christ’s disciples. 
Budget Total: $91,000 

TOTAL 2023 BUDGET: $449,900 

Southminster Presbyterian Church Narrative Budget 



2023 PROJECTED EXPENSES 
 
Building and Grounds: .............................................$103,500 

Christian Education: ....................................................$9,100  

Evangelism: ..................................................................$7,400 

Family Life: ...................................................................$3,500  

Stewardship and Per Capita: ....................................$16,500 

Worship: .......................................................................$7,900  

Personnel: ................................................................$257,000 

Mission Giving: ..........................................................$45,000 

            Total 2023 Budget: $449,900 

The Southminster Presbyterian Church Endowment 
The Southminster Presbyterian Church Endowment is an important part of our funding for mission. The 
Endowment allows us to take advantage of ministry and mission opportunities that are not included in our regular 
budget. Some of the components of our Endowment are designated—Music, Mission, Christian Education, and 
Church Facilities. The largest component of the Endowment is the General Endowment which does not have a 
specific designation, giving flexibility to finance special opportunities in mission that may arise. Thanks to the 
prudent oversight of our Endowment Committee, the Endowment Fund continues to grow above $1 million. 

The Southminster Legacy Society has been established to honor the act of giving to God and assuring the future of 
our ministry to people in Christ’s name. It provides an opportunity to commend and graciously thank those who 
have made a financial commitment in their estate plan for our church. Several members have since joined the 
Legacy Society and have participated in both educational and social opportunities as a result. Anyone can become a 
member of the Legacy Society by notifying Southminster that you have included the church in your will or estate 
plan.  

Please return pledges by Sunday, October 30, 2022. Thank you! 


